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“No Cross, 
No Crown” 

Happy New Year! 

Many see January 1st as a new beginning; a clean slate; a fresh start. It provides an 
opportunity to close the door on the past and step into a new future. One of the most 
popular questions this time of year is, “What is your new year’s resolution?” 

The truth is that only God offers us the opportunity to 
start over. When we come to Christ, we are born again.  
“The old has gone, the new is here.” (II Corinthians 5:17) 
But it’s not only at salvation; –, our entire walk with God is 
about letting go of the failures of the past and moving 
forward into newness of life. We don’t have to be captive 
to old sins, old habits, old mistakes. As John reminds us, 
when we confess our sins, God not only forgives us, but he 
purifies us from unrighteousness (I John 1:9); – he wipes 
the slate clean! 

It is impossible for any of us, born into the sinful nature, to 
live a perfect life here on Earth.  While we must never 
become complacent about sin or downplay it when it creeps into our lives, we must also 
not live under a cloud of guilt and condemnation over it.  That guilt is what separates us 
from God; like Adam and Eve, we hide from him, ashamed of what we have done and 
afraid of the consequences. God’s plan and desire is for us to come to him, acknowledge 
our guilt and accept his forgiveness and cleansing. Once we do so, guilt has no power over 
us, and we can walk in the peace and joy that God has called us to. 

Who we were and what we’ve done does not need to weigh us down. Just ask the apostle 
Paul! Because of God’s grace, we can start anew. 

What is your January 7th resolution – or your 3:30 resolution?  At any time, we can make 
a right now resolution.  As of right now, your past is in the past. “Your faith has healed 
you.  Go in peace.” (Luke 8:48) 

 Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:13,14)  
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Closing out the year with Spring Garden Academy’s Choir 

Thanks for Praying! 
The new year brings new opportunities – and new challenges! Please join us in prayer for: 
 a real move of the Spirit in our church and 

community in 2024,  
 finding a new insurance company (before 

March!), 
 healing in bodies, minds and relationships, 

and 
 God’s direction and provision as we move 

ahead. 

We’re praying with you! 
If you’re on our mailing list*, you’re on our prayer list!  If there’s anything specific that 
we can join with you in praying about, please let us know. 

Thanks so much to those who keep in touch! It’s so encouraging to hear from you! 

 PO Box 15191 Philadelphia, PA 19130 

 17th & Tioga Streets (3501 N 17th Street) Philadelphia, PA 19140 

 Church/Academy Office: (215) 226–1000  

 Welcome@ResLife.AG 

* Important: If you’d rather not be on our mailing list, we won’t be offended!  Just call or 
drop us a note, and we’ll remove you. (We’ll still keep you on our prayer list!) 

If you’d rather receive this letter via e-mail, please let us know! 

Did you know? 
The prefixes, “Octo” (eight), “Novem” (nine) and “Decem” (ten) used to be 
appropriate for the last three months of the year.  October, November and December 
were the eighth, ninth and tenth months, until the Romans added July and August 
(named after Julius and Augustus Caesar) as part of the adjustment for the fifty or so 
extra days that were left at the end of their calendar year. 

Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. (Psalm 90:12) 
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we can join with you in praying about, please let us know. 

Thanks so much to those who keep in touch! It’s so encouraging to hear from you! 

 PO Box 15191 Philadelphia, PA 19130 

 17th & Tioga Streets (3501 N 17th Street) Philadelphia, PA 19140 

 Church/Academy Office: (215) 226–1000  

 Welcome@ResLife.AG 

* Important: If you’d rather not be on our mailing list, we won’t be offended!  Just call or 
drop us a note, and we’ll remove you. (We’ll still keep you on our prayer list!) 

If you’d rather receive this letter via e-mail, please let us know! 

Did you know? 
The prefixes, “Octo” (eight), “Novem” (nine) and “Decem” (ten) used to be 
appropriate for the last three months of the year.  October, November and December 
were the eighth, ninth and tenth months, until the Romans added July and August 
(named after Julius and Augustus Caesar) as part of the adjustment for the fifty or so 
extra days that were left at the end of their calendar year. 

Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. (Psalm 90:12) 
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“No Cross, 
No Crown” 

Happy New Year! 

Many see January 1st as a new beginning; a clean slate; a fresh start. It provides an 
opportunity to close the door on the past and step into a new future. One of the most 
popular questions this time of year is, “What is your new year’s resolution?” 

The truth is that only God offers us the opportunity to 
start over. When we come to Christ, we are born again.  
“The old has gone, the new is here.” (II Corinthians 5:17) 
But it’s not only at salvation; –, our entire walk with God is 
about letting go of the failures of the past and moving 
forward into newness of life. We don’t have to be captive 
to old sins, old habits, old mistakes. As John reminds us, 
when we confess our sins, God not only forgives us, but he 
purifies us from unrighteousness (I John 1:9); – he wipes 
the slate clean! 

It is impossible for any of us, born into the sinful nature, to 
live a perfect life here on Earth.  While we must never 
become complacent about sin or downplay it when it creeps into our lives, we must also 
not live under a cloud of guilt and condemnation over it.  That guilt is what separates us 
from God; like Adam and Eve, we hide from him, ashamed of what we have done and 
afraid of the consequences. God’s plan and desire is for us to come to him, acknowledge 
our guilt and accept his forgiveness and cleansing. Once we do so, guilt has no power over 
us, and we can walk in the peace and joy that God has called us to. 

Who we were and what we’ve done does not need to weigh us down. Just ask the apostle 
Paul! Because of God’s grace, we can start anew. 

What is your January 7th resolution – or your 3:30 resolution?  At any time, we can make 
a right now resolution.  As of right now, your past is in the past. “Your faith has healed 
you.  Go in peace.” (Luke 8:48) 

 Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:13,14)  
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